
 

Design for the Winter Garden 

 

Common Name Botanical Name Mature Size 
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Blue Spruce ‘Fat Albert’ Picea pungens ‘Fat Albert’ Medium ✓    ✓ ✓    ✓    

Blue Spruce - Globe Picea pungens ‘Glauca 

Globosa’ 

Small 
✓    ✓ ✓    ✓    

Blue Spruce ‘Hoopsii’ Picea pungens ‘Hoopsii’ Tall & narrow ✓    ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 

Climbing Hydrangea Hydrangea anomala subsp. 

petiolaris 

Controlled by pruning 
 ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

Eastern Cedar ‘American 

Pillar’ 

Thuja occidentalis ‘American 

Pillar’ 

Medium 
✓  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓ ✓  

Eastern Hemlock Tsuga canadensis ‘Albospica’ Small ✓    ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓     

Eastern Hemlock Tsuga canadensis ‘Betty Rose’ Small ✓    ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓     

Eastern Redcedar Juniperus virginiana ‘Burkii’ Tall & narrow ✓  ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓    

Eastern White Pine - columnar Pinus strobus ‘Fastigiata’ Large ✓    ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓    

Eastern White Pine – Nana 

group 

Pinus strobus ‘Nana cultivars’ Medium 
✓    ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓  

  

Japanese Maple Acer palmatum ‘Bloodgood’ Medium  ✓    ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓    

Paperbark Maple Acer griseum Medium  ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓   ✓    

Red Osier Dogwood Cornus sericea Medium   ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓    

St John’s Wort Hypericum kalmianum Small  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓   ✓ ✓ ✓  

Serviceberry Amelanchier ssp. Depends on cultivar  ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓   

Witchhazel Hamamelis virginiana Medium  ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓ ✓  ✓ ✓    

Big Bluestem Andropogon gerardii Small    ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓ ✓  

Switchgrass Panicum virgatum Small    ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓   

Black-eyed Susan Rudbeckia hirta Small    ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓   

Purple Coneflower Echinacea purpurea Small    ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓   

Rattlesnake Master Eryngium yuccifolium Small    ✓ ✓ V    ✓ ✓   

Wild Bergamot Monarda fistulosa Small    ✓ ✓ ✓    ✓ ✓   

 

 



 

Resources 

Web-based 
Toronto Botanical Garden Library 

Toronto Master Gardeners 

North American Native Plant Society 

Missouri Botanical Garden’s Plant Finder, 

CanPlant Database at Network of Nature 

Canadian Wildlife Federation on gardening for wildlife 

Cornell Birds guide to houses & roosting boxes 

 

Toronto Master Gardeners – Native Shrubs Garden Guide 

 

UMass – Overwintering Container-Grown Ornamentals 

 

Books – Plants 
Bales, Suzy, The Garden in Winter, Rodale Press (Penguin Random House) – out of 

print but available online 

Branhagen, Alan, Native Plants for the Midwest, Timber Press 2016 

Cullina, William, Native Trees, Shrubs & Vines, Houghton Mifflin Company – out of 

print but available on  

Darke, Rick, Encyclopedia of Ornamental Grasses, Timber Press 1999 out of print 

but available online 

Dirr, Michael, Encyclopedia of Trees & Shrubs, Timber Press 2011 

Farrar, John Laird, Trees in Canada, Fitzhenry & Whiteside, reprinted 2017 

Johnson, Lorraine, 100 Easy-to-Grow Native Plants for Canadian Gardens (2017, 

2005, 1999), Douglas & McIntyre; 3rd Edition 

Vaucher, Hugues, Tree Bark: A Color Guide, Timber Press 2010 

Wingate, Marty, Landscaping for Privacy, Timber Press 2011 - out of print but 

available online 

 

Books – Garden Structures & Lighting 
Editors, Trellises, Planters & Raised Beds: 50 Easy, Unique & Useful Projects, Cool 

Springs Press 2013 

Long, Jim, Making Bentwood Trellises Arbors Gates & Fences, Storey Publishing 

1998 

Davidson, James, Garden Lighting: Contemporary Exterior Lighting, Ward Lock 

1999 - out of print but available online 

Raine, John, Garden Lighting, Laurel Green Publishing 2001 

Smith, Linda Joan, Garden Ornament, Smith & Hawkin 1998 - out of print but 

available online 

Smith, Linda Joan, Garden Structures, Smith & Hawken, Workman Publishing 2000 

- out of print but available online 

 

https://torontobotanicalgarden.ca/
https://www.torontomastergardeners.ca/
https://nanps.org/
file:///C:/Users/User/Documents/Master%20Gardeners/TMG/Executive/Presentations/Design%20for%20the%20Winter%20Garden/,%20%20https:/www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderSearch.aspx
https://networkofnature.org/
https://cwf-fcf.org/en/explore/gardening-for-wildlife/how/
https://www.birds.cornell.edu/k12/educators-guide-to-nest-boxes/
https://www.torontomastergardeners.ca/gardeningguides/gardening-with-native-shrubs-a-toronto-master-gardeners-guide/
https://ag.umass.edu/greenhouse-floriculture/fact-sheets/overwintering-container-grown-ornamentals

